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To  the  Kettering  Rural  District  Council . 


G ENTLEMEN, 

In  presenting  my  Annual  Report,  I am  pleased  to  say  that 
the  District  has  been  in  a healthy  condition  during  the  year  1905. 
With  one  exception  we  have  not  had  to  contend  with  any  serious 
outbreak  of  infectious  disease,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  great 
scarcity  of  water  in  many  places,  owing  to  the  unusually  dry 
season  experienced,  no  serious  difficulties  to  contend  with. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  still  rather  quickly  on  the  decline,  the 
Death  Rate  is  a little  lower  than  the  low  one  of  last  year.  Since 
I have  acted  as  your  Medical  Officer,  the  Birth  Rate  has  been 
reduced  from  about  35.  to  23.  in  the  1000,  and  great  reduction  is 
not  peculiar  to  this  district. 

I consider  that  there  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the 
population  of  the  district  since  my  last  Report,  and  that  at  the 
middle  of  1905  it  was  about  12,750,  the  increase  has  occurred  in 
Geddington,  Newton,  Burton  Latimer,  and,  possibly,  very 
slightly  in  Broughton. 

The  increase  at  Geddington  and  Newton  is  the  most  marked, 
and  some  excellent  Cottages  have  been  built,  and  at  once 
occupied  by  the  men  employed  at  the  Ironstone  Workings  on  the 
Boughton  Estate. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

The  number  of  Births  in  1905 

was  166 

127 

293 

The  number  of  Deaths  was 

71 

81 

L52 

The  Birth  Rate 

22‘8 

in  the  1000. 

The  Death  Rate 

i r9 

in  the  1000. 

The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  ... 

r in  the  1000. 
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Here  follow  the  statistics  required  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  which  I add  a list  of  the  causes  of  all  the  deaths  reported 
during  the  year. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 


Cases  Notified  i\ 

Whole  District. 

No.  of 

At  A 

Cases 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  all 

ges — Years. 

removed 

Ages. 

65  and 
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1 to  5. 

5 to  15.  15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

up- 

Hospital. 

wards. 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

16 

3 

2 

10 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

35 

5 

28 

2 

23 

Eilteric  Fever 

3 

... 

3 

• • . 

, , , 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

Totals 

57 

5 

32 

8 

11 

1 

25 

Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1905. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  Whole  District  at 
Subjoined  Ages. 
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Measles 

5 

1 

4 

Whooping-cough 

6 

4 

2 

. • « 

• • « 

* * * 

Croup 

1 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

. . • 

1 

Epidemic  influenza 

3 

. . • 

. . . 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

. • . 

* • • 

Enteritis 

1 

... 

1 

• . • 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 
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. • . 

1 
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Phthisis 

13 

• • • 

1 

2 

10 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

7 

• • 

3 

4 

Bronchitis 

13 

2 

1 

3 

7 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Pleurisy 

2 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

1 

Premature  birth 

8 

8 

, , , 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 

1 

• • • 

, , # 

1 

parturition 

Heart  diseases 

24 

2 

1 

6 

15 

Accidents 

5 

1 

1 

3 

• • « 

Suicides 

3 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

2 

All  other  causes 

60 

10 

'2 

1 

1 

17 

29 

... 

All  causes 

163 

28 

14 

6 

9 

47 

59 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1905. 


Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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Measles 

• • 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

, , , 

• • . 

1 

1 

1 

. 4 . 

. 4 

1 

1 

4 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

, , 

• • • 

, , , 

1 

. . 4 

• 4 4 

4 4 4 

... 

1 

Premature  Birth 

6 

1 

1 

. • • 

8 

. 4 4 

8 

Congenital  Defects 
Atrophy,  Debility, 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

Marasmus 

• • • 

. • 4 

1 

... 

. . 

1 

Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

1 

Meningitis  [not  Tuberculous) 

4 • • 

1 

1 

Convulsions 

Bronchitis 

1 

... 

1 

2 

1 

1 

... 

1 

4 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

... 

1 

Other  Causes  ... 

2 

... 

2 

■ 4. 

I. 

1 

... 

... 

1 

! ... 

3 

9 

1 

1 

1 

l ^ 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

•7 

1 

1 

I- 

1 

1 

28 

» 

Births  in  the  Year,  293.  Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1905),  12,750. 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  152. 


Apoplexy 

8 

Gall  Stones 

1 

Epilepsy 

2 

Goitre 

1 

Convulsions 

6 

Childbirth 

1 

Meningitis 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

Paralvsis 

2 

Enteritis 

1 

Bronchitis 

11 

Diarrhoea 

1 

Pneumonia 

4 

Measles 

3 

Pleurisy 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

Influenza 

3 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

Phthisis 

13 

Croup 

1 

Heart  Diseases 

21 

Premature  birth 

8 

Kidney  Diseases 

4 

Congenital  Debility 

1 

Liver  Diseases 

1 

Atrophy 

r 

Cancer 

7 

Injuries 

4 

Tumor 

L 

Senile  Debility 

19 

Rheumatism 

1 

Suicides 

3 

Hernia 

I 

Unknown 

3 

Obstruction  of  Bowels 

I 

Bladder  disease 

1 

152 

Tubercular  diseases 

4 
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Whooping' 

Cough. 


Small-pox. 


Scarlet  Fever. 


Typhoid 

Fever. 


Phthisis. 


Cerebro 
Spinal 
M eningitis. 


I am  at  a great  disadvantage  this  year  in  compiling  my 
Report,  owing  to  the  sudden  and  complete  disappearance  of  your 
Inspector,  who  used  to  keep  many  details  of  work  done,  and 
consult  me  from  time  to  time  about  them.  Knowing  that  he  kept 
these  details  I did  not  do  so,  this  applies  particularly  to  the 
Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  so  that  until  Mr.  Davey  got  into  his 
work  the  usual  supervision  lapsed.  Mr.  Davey  must  have 
commenced  his  duties,  too,  under  considerable  disadvantage. 

Whooping  Cough  and  its  complications  has  proved  fatal  in 
six  cases — Broughton,  three— Burton,  two — Beanfield  Lawns,  one. 

No  case  of  Small  Pox  has  occurred  during  the  past  year  in 
this  district,  but  everything  has  been  kept  in  readiness  for 
immediate  isolation  in  case  of  necessity. 

Thirty-five  notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  made  as 
follows:  at  Burton,  12—  Orton,  3 — Loddington,  2 — Cranford,  1 — 
Warkton,  3 — Corby,  11  — Rushton,  3.  Twenty-three  of  these  cases 
were  removed  to  the  Hospital — all  recovered. 

Only  3 cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred  : 1 at  Burton,  1 at 
Broughton,  1 at  Middleton;  1 proved  fatal  at  Middleton;  the 
others  recovered,  the  Burton  case  was  removed  to  Hospital. 

Thirteen  deaths  occurred  from  Phthisis.  At  Burton  4, 
Broughton  2,  Cransley  1,  Weekley  1,  Geddington  1,  Weldon  1, 
Little  Oakley  1,  Rushton  1.  The  cases  mentioned  in  my  Report 
for  last  year  as  recovered  after  treatment  at  the  Union  Sanatorium 
have  been  able  to  continue  at  their  work  ever  since,  and  are, 
apparently,  still  quite  well. 

The  outbreak  of  illness  which  caused  us  the  greatest  anxiety, 
and  the  family  attacked  the  greatest  suffering  and  inconvenience, 
was  the  appearance  of  Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  at  Grafton 
Lodge.  At  the  beginning  of  August,  3 very  severe  cases  of  this 
really  dreadful  disease  appeared,  and  although  none  of  them 
proved  fatal,  their  sufferings  were  intense,  and  only  one  has  yet 
entirely  recovered  his  health  and  strength,  the  other  2 are  still 
suffering  from  partial  paralysis,  from  which  it  is  not  certain  that 
either  of  them  will  completely  recover, 
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It  was  thought  at  hrst  that  infection  could  be  traced  to  the 
late  outbreak  of  this  illness  at  Irthlingborough  ; but  a thorough 
enquiry  at  the  time  by  ourselves,  and  later  on  by  Dr.  Farrer,  who 
was  sent  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to  investigate  the 
matter,  the  possible  connection  between  the  two  was  so  very 
slight,  that  that  idea  was  virtually  abandoned. 

This  mysterious  outbreak  occurring  to  a healthy  family,  living 
in  a healthy  house,  and  standing  quite  alone,  must,  I fear,  still 
remain  unexplained.  It  does  not  even  yet  appear  certain  whether 
all  the  vigorous  means  which  were  taken  at  the  time,  and  the 
great  inconveniences  which  the  family  suffered,  and  they  spared 
themselves  in  no  way  to  carry  out  the  measures  of  isolation  and 
disinfection  which  were  suggested  were  absolutely  necessary,  but 
the  Local  Government  Board  had  decided,  from  the  thorough 
investigations  they  had  made,  that  it  should  be  treated  as  a 
highly  infectious  disease,  and  issued  circulars  to  that  effect,  and 
their  instructions  were  carried  out.  The  house  being  a large  one 
those  attacked  with  the  illness  were  shut  off  in  one  part  of  it  with 
a skilful  Nurse,  and  even  after  they  could  get  out  of  doors  were 
kept  entirely  away  from  others. 

No  signs  of  illness  appeared  in  any  other  member  of  the 
family,  neither  was  the  Nurse  or  the  person  who  took  charge  of 
them  after  her  departure  in  any  way  affected.  On  studying  the 
history  of  other  outbreaks  of  this  illness,  and  the  undoubted 
nature  and  severity  of  the  Grafton  cases,  we  must  consider 
ourselves  very  fortunate  that  our  efforts  were  successful,  although 
the  lone  and  healthy  position  of  the  house,  and  the  hearty  and 
sensible  co-operation  of  the  friends  of  the  sufferers,  of  course,  gave 
us  unusual  advantages. 

. After  the  thorough  investigation  of  the  village,  and  the 

careful  watching  of  the  school  children  at  Pytchley,  owing  to  the 
outbreak  of  Diphtheria  at  that  village  in  1904,  no  further  case  has 
occurred,  and  only  two  cases  of  this  illness  have  been  notified 
during  1905  in  the  district.  Both  of  these  cases  occurred  in 
Geddington,  were  slight,  and  both  recovered.  One  of  them  was 
removed  to  the  Hospital. 
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Notification 
of  Infectious 
Diseases. 


The  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  was  : Diphtheria  2 ; 
Typhoid  § Fever  3,  Puerperal  Fever  1,  Scarlet  Fever  35 , 
Erysipelas  16. 


The  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  Kettering  Urban  and 
Rural  Districts  has  been  occupied  during  the  whole  of  last  year. 


Owing  to  its  specially  healthy  site,  thorough  ventilation,  and 
the  careful  nursing,  many  patients  shewed  a marked  improvement 
in  their  condition  within  a few  days,  and  a large  majority  of  those 
treated,  as  well  as  their  relatives,  have  expressed  themselves  as 
thoroughly  satisfied  with  their  treatment. 

The  actual  arrest  of  infectious  disease  in  the  Rural  District, 
generally  seems  more  marked  than  in  the  Urban,  and  the  removal 
of  the  earliest  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  from  the 
following  villages  seemed  at  once  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
disease  : Corby,  Burton  twice,  Warkton,  Geddington,  Cranford. 

No  death  from  the  Rural  District  occurred. 


In  Hospital  at  commencement  of  1905  there  were  24  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever,  all  from  the  Urban  district.  Admitted  during 
the  year  from  Urban  district,  126  cases;  Scarlet  Fever  1 1 7 , 
Diphtheria  5,  Typhoid  Fever  4. 

From  Burton  Latimer  12  cases;  Scarlet  Fever  11,  Typhoid 
Fever  1. 

From  Corby,  8 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

From  Warkton,  3 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

From  Geddington,  1 case  of  Diphtheria. 

From  Cranford,  1 case  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Remaining  in  Hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year: — 8 cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  from  the  Urban  district;  3 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
from  Warkton;  1 case  of  Scarlet  Fever  from  Cranford;  1 case 
of  Diphtheria  from  Geddington. 

The  Nursing  arrangements  have  been  carried  out  in  an 
excellent  manner. 
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Water  Supply  The  Water  Supply  in  this  district,  as  in  many  others,  has 
been,  of  course,  very  short,  and  has  given  great  trouble  to  many, 
it  seems  to  have  been  felt  most  at  lodges  and  houses  standing 
alone. 

The  Scheme  for  the  supply  of  Burton  Latimer,  which 
will  probably  also  supply  Warkton,  is  still  progressing. 

The  very  dry  season  is  also  partly  responsible  for  the  puri- 
fication of  the  Sewage  at  the  Kettering  Sewage  Works,  not 
being  so  satisfactory  as  usual;  but  the  Kettering  Urban  Council 
has  recognized  for  some  time  that  something  further  would  have 
to  be  done  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  effluent  from  their 
Works,  and  steps  have  already  been  taken  to  ascertain  the  best 
method  of  procedure. 

Mr.  Davey,  your  new  Inspector,  was,  as  I have  stated,  at 
a great  disadvantage  in  taking  up  the  work  without  any  records 
from  his  predecessor,  but  he  has  worked  hard  to  become 
acquainted  with  detads,  and  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act 
will  receive  attention  very  shortly. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  WINTER  DRYLAND, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sanitary  Inspector's  Report 


FOR  1905. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Kettering 
Rural  District  Council. 


£J_ENTLEMEN, 

In  submitting  a Summary  of  the  work  done  by  myself  from 
August  7th,  1905,  to  the  end  of  the  year,  I regret  being  unable  to 
give  a lengthy  report,  owing  to  no  record  having  been  kept  of 


the  work  done  previous  to  my  appointment. 

No.  of  Nuisances  reported  ...  ...  ...  83 

,,  Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  53 

,,  Re-Inspections  of  Nuisances  ...  ...  163 

,,  Visits  re  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  25 

,,  Visits  re  other  cases  of  sickness  ...  3 

,,  Cases  supplied  with  disinfectants  ...  19 

,,  Inspections  of  drainage  ...  ...  37 

,,  Drains  cleansed  or  repaired  ...  ...  13 

,,  Defective  road  gullies,  etc.,  reported  ...  5 

,,  Village  Brooks  and  Culverts  cleansed  ...  7 

,,  New  Building  Plans  passed  ...  11 

,,  „ Drainage,,  „ ...  8 

,,  Privies  repaired  or  pails  supplied  ...  8 
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No.  of  Disinfections  ...  ...  . 7 

„ Wells  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  5 

,,  Slaughter-houses  inspected  ...  ...  3 

, Factories  visited  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  Dairies  visited  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  Village  Pumps  repaired  ...  ...  6 

Seventeen  notices  for  abatement  of  nuisances  have  been 
served  and  226  letters  written  with  reference  to  the  business  of 
the  Department. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROY  5.  DAVEY,  C.R.  San.  Inst., 


Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


To  the  Joint  Committee  appointed  by  the  Urban  and-  Rural 
District  Councils  of  Kettering  and  the  Urban  District 
Councils  of  Desborough  and  Rothwell. 


Re  DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS, 


Inspector’s  Annual  Report 


FOR  1905. 


G ENTLEMEN, 

I beg  to  state  that  during  the  past  year  I have  made 
Inspections  of  premises  occupied  by  registered  Cow  Keepers  to 
the  number  of  315,  and  an  individual  examination,  with  especial 
regard  to  the  condition  of  their  udders,  of  2447  Milking  Cows. 

I11  regard  to  the  sanitary  state  of  the  Cowsheds  inspected, 
the  following  conditions  were  found  to  prevail,  viz 


Good  or  Satisfactory  in 
Unsatisfactory  or  Bad  in 


271  cases 
40  „ 


Relinquished  Business  during  the  year  4 

Total  315 


It  will  be  seen  therefore  that  the  sanitary  state  of  the 
Cowsheds,  in  the  period  covered  by  the  Report,  was  unsatisfactory 
or  bad  in  12.69  cases  per  cent. 
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A separate  inspection  of  every  Cow  contributing  to  the  public 
Milk  Supply,  and  with  especial  regard  to  the  condition  of  its 
udder,  has  been  made  with  the  following  results  : — 

No.  of  Cows  inspected  ...  2447 

No.  of  abnormal  Udders  ...  79  or  3-22% 

Of  these  deranged  udders  only  17  or  ‘6g  per  cent,  were  in  a 
condition  calculated  to  render  the  Milk  harmful  to  persons 
consuming  it  in  an  uncooked  state,  the  remaining  62  or  2*53  being 
cases  of  atrophied  quarters,  teat  obstruction,  or  other  benign 
affections,  which  would  have  no  effect  on  the  quality  of  the  Milk. 

Of  the  40  Cowsheds,  the  state  of  which  was  bad  or  un- 
satisfactory, the  conditions  met  with  were  as  follows,  viz  : — 
Improper  drainage  and  unsuitable  flooring  (17  cases),  over- 
crowding (4),  insufficient  light  (5),  want  of  cleanliness  (8),  absence 
of  ventilation,  (2),  presence  of  Swine  under  the  same  roof  (2), 
Fowls  roosting  above  the  Cows  (1),  condemned  as  detrimental  to 
the  health  of  the  animals  (1). 

The  absence  of  any  water  supply,  which  has  always  been  an 
unsatisfactory  feature  amongst  a number  of  the  Occupiers,  has 
not  been  included  on  account  of  the  general  shortage  of  water 
everywhere. 

Of  the  17  cases  of  deranged  udders,  the  Milk  from  which 
would  be  unfit  for  human  consumption,  15  of  these  were  due  to 
acute  mastitis  or  variola,  and  2 to  Tubercular  disease  of  the  gland 
In  the  former  cases  the  use  of  the  Milk,  pending  recovery,  was’ 
forbidden,  and  in  the  latter  the  Cows  were  promptly  banished 
from  the  sheds,  and  slaughtered  or  otherwise  disposed  of. 

With  regard  to  the  general  conduct  of  the  Dairy  business  in 
your  districts,  I am  bound  to  say  that,  notwithstanding  the 
Regulations  in  force,  there  is  still  much  to  be  desired.  The 
reasons  for  this  are,  firstly — that  the  provisions  of  the  Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order  are  totally  inadequate  for  the 
purpose  of  ensuring  a pure  supply  of  milk,  and,  secondly — because 
Milk  is  far  too  cheap,  and  cannot  be  produced  at  its  present  price 
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in  a manner  which  would  practically  ensure  its  reaching  the 
consumer  in  an  uncontamminated  state.  The  directions  in  which, 
in  my  opinion,  the  regulations  require  amendment  are  mainly  as 
follows  : — 

1.  — Every  Cowshed  should  be  provided  with  a ceiling 
and  with  hard  walls  so  that  the  whole  interior  could  be 
effectually  limewashed. 

2.  — The  flooring  to  be  of  a standard  pattern  of  impervious 
material  and  provided  with  a drain  channel  of  prescribed 
width  and  depth. 

3.  — A supply  of  water  to  be  connected  to  the  interior  of 
each  shed. 

4.  — The  provision  of  “in-let”  as  well  as  “out-let” 
ventilators. 

5.  — The  adoption  of  a uniform  system  of  cleansing  by 
which  all  manure  should  be  removed  and  the  floors  flushed 
with  water  immediately  before  milking  commences. 

6.  — The  provision  of  a minimum  air  space  of  800  cubic 
feet  for  each  cow,  regardless  whether  or  not  the  animals 
are  turned  out  to  grass  for  a portion  of  each  day. 

7.  — The  adoption  of  the  Tuberculin  test  in  all  Dairies 
from  which  the  public  Milk  supply  is  obtained,  the  dismissal 
of  all  re-acting  animals  and  the  registration  of  all  those  which 
do  not  re-act. 

8.  — Provisions  by  which  the  sale  of  Milk,  pending 
recovery,  of  all  cows  having  any  affection  of  the  udder  which 
might  render  the  Milk  harmful  to  consumers,  would  be 
forbidden. 

T he  adoption  of  Regulations  such  as  these  would,  of  course, 
materially  increase  the  cost  of  Milk  to  the  consumer,  but  none  of 
them  are  impracticable,  and  the  whole,  l believe,  to  be  essential 
if  the  disease-carrying  properties  of  Milk  are  to  be  rendered  as 
impotent  as  possible. 
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When  it  is  remembered  that  the  wholesale  price  of  Milk 
during  the  summer  months  is  often  as  low  as  sixpence  per  gallon 
(including  the  cost  of  delivery),  it  follows  that  an  insufficiency  of 
labour  is  employed  in  its  productions,  the  result  being  that  the 
cows  are  hurriedly  milked  before  any  attention  is  paid  to  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  animals  or  their  surroundings. 

Another  great  drawback  to  the  satisfactory  working  of  the 
present  regulations  is  that  they  are  not  universal,  but  permit  cow- 
keepers  living  outside  the  district  in  which  the  orders  are  in  force, 
to  compete  with  those  who  are  compelled  to  comply  with  them. 


I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

TREVOR  F.  SPENCER,  M.R.C.V.S. 

Kettering, 

'January , igo6. 


